d* ; .
%j: 9 (5l 054 Aﬁf

ankhedi Bareen Initiative for Development (BID)

Countering Extremism: Fortifying Communities Against Ideological Peril
Concept Note

Introduction

In an era marked by rising polarization and ideological extremism, communities worldwide face
significant threats to social cohesion, peace, and security. Extremist ideologies—whether rooted in
political, religious, or social narratives—exploit vulnerabilities such as marginalization,
misinformation, and socioeconomic disparities. The Bareen Initiative for Development (BID),
committed to fostering sustainable development and social harmony, proposes a 2-hour online
seminar titled Countering Extremism: Fortifying Communities Against Ideological Peril. This
seminar aims to convene global experts, community leaders, policymakers, and stakeholders to
share evidence-based strategies for building resilient communities that resist extremist ideologies.

Seminar Objectives
The seminar seeks to:
> Examine the root causes of extremism, including socioeconomic, psychological, and digital
drivers.
> Highlight effective community-based and technology-driven interventions to counter
violent extremism (CVE).
> Foster knowledge exchange to empower communities to resist ideological threats.
> Develop actionable recommendations for policymakers, civil society, and technology
platforms.
> Strengthen global and local partnerships to advance BID’s mission of peacebuilding and
sustainable development.

Context and Rationale

Extremism undermines social harmony and fuels conflict, with the Global Terrorism Index (2024)
reporting increased incidents linked to social exclusion and online misinformation. Digital
platforms, while fostering connectivity, often amplify extremist narratives, necessitating urgent,
coordinated responses. This seminar aligns with international frameworks, such as the UN Plan of
Action to Prevent Violent Extremism (2016), and leverages BID’s expertise in community-driven
development to promote dialogue and actionable solutions.

Target Audience
The seminar will engage:
> Community leaders and civil society organizations.
Policymakers and government representatives.
Technology experts and representatives from social media platforms.
Academics and researchers specializing in CVE and social cohesion.
Youth advocates and educators.
International organizations and development practitioners.
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Seminar Themes and Structure
The 2-hour online seminar will consist of a single session addressing two thematic areas, followed
by an interactive Q&A and panel discussion:

Theme 1: Understanding Drivers of Extremism
> Explore socioeconomic, psychological, and cultural factors that contribute to radicalization.
> Analyze the role of digital platforms in amplifying extremist narratives.
> Evidence: The Institute for Strategic Dialogue (2020) identifies social exclusion as a primary
driver of extremist recruitment.
Theme 2: Building Resilient Communities
> Highlight community-based CVE approaches, including interfaith dialogues, youth
engagement, and mental health support.
> Discuss technology-driven solutions, such as Al tools and counter-narratives like the Redirect
Method (2018).
> Impact: Moonshot CVE (2023) reported a 40% reduction in extremist content reach through
targeted interventions; RAND (2022) noted a 30% decrease in recidivism through mental
health-focused deradicalization programs.
Format:
> Duration: 2 hours, comprising a keynote address, panel discussion, and Q&A.
> Platform: Zoom, with live streaming on BID’s website and social media platforms.
> Moderation: Facilitated by BID experts to ensure inclusive, constructive dialogue.

Expected Outcomes

> Knowledge Sharing: Participants gain insights into evidence-based CVE strategies.

> Policy Recommendations: Produce a white paper outlining practical strategies for
stakeholders.

> Network Building: Foster partnerships to support BID’s ongoing CVE initiatives.

» Community Empowerment: Equip attendees with tools to implement local resilience
programs.

> Visibility: Amplify BID’s mission through global outreach on platforms like X.

Monitoring and Evaluation
> Metrics: Participant numbers, attendee diversity, engagement on X (e.g., shares,
comments), and post-event survey feedback.
> Impact Assessment: Monitor adoption of seminar recommendations in local CVE programs
within 6-12 months.
> Reporting: Share outcomes with stakeholders to ensure transparency and accountability.
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Call to Action

The Bareen Initiative for Development (BID) invites stakeholders to join this critical dialogue on
countering extremism and fortifying communities. Through collaboration and innovation, this
seminar will contribute to safer, more cohesive societies.



